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Bergdahl won't 
serve prison time 


Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, 
who walked away from his 
post in Afghanistan in 2009, 
was given a dishonorable 
discharge, had his rank 
reduced from sergeant to 
private and was forced to 
forfeit pay equal to $1,000 
per month for10 months. 
Nation, 3A 


Tens of thousands of stolen guns 

— like this one used to kill Tarpon 
Springs police Officer Charles Kondek 
— are missing in Florida. Coming Sunday 


Campa Bay Times 


FLORIDA'S BEST NEWSPAPER 


(u tampabay.com 


R *& *& *& * SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2017 | $1 


Tax impact light in Fla. 


The overhaul’s five key provisions wouldn’t have much of an effect on most residents. 


BY JEFF HARRINGTON AND SUSAN TAYLOR MARTIN 
Times Staff Writers 

The proposed federal tax overhaul — outlined 
in depth in the 429-page “Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act” — will affect every taxpayer differently. 
But in multiple ways, most Floridians will be 
less adversely impacted than others since Flor- 
ida has no state income tax, no state estate tax 
and has both relatively affordable housing and 
median household incomes lower than most of 
the country. 

Here's a closer look at how five of the key pro- 
visions in the proposal could play out for Florida: 


Limiting the home mortgage inter- 
est deduction — On new-home pur- 
chases, interest on loans up to $500,000 


would be deductible, down from the 


current limit of $1 million. That has less of 


an impact on a state like Florida which, 
aside from a smattering of mansions, 
remains a relatively affordable locale. 
Only 4.8 percent of all new mortgages 


and refinancings so far this year in Florida 


are for more than $500,000 (compared 
to Washington, D.C., which has 35 per- 
cent in that category). 


Tax bracket changes — Ameri- 

cans who make between $91,901 
and $200,000 would be pushed into a 
new 25 percent tax bracket, instead of 
their current bracket of 28 percent or 
33 percent. In Florida, only 4.1 percent 
of households are in the high-income 
category, making more than $200,000 
a year. The median household income 
in Florida is $49,426 according to lat- 
est Census data, $6,349 lower than the 
national median income. 


Changes in property and income 

tax deductions — Taxpayers 
would be allowed to deduct state and 
local property taxes up to a new cap of 
$10,000, but no longer deduct income 
or sales taxes. That has a lesser effect 
on astate like Florida that doesn’t have a 
state income tax and is on the lower end 
of property tax burdens. The median 
property tax in Florida is $1,773 com- 
pared to $2,839 in California and $3,755 
in New York. 
» See TAX PLAN, 2A 


You can sign up 
for ‘TV Weekly’ 


Home-delivery subscrib- 
ers will find a free sample 
of TV Weekly magazine in 
Sunday's Tampa Bay Times. 
TV Weekly features local 
and cable TV listings for the 
Tampa Bay area, sports list- 
ings, a weekly movie guide 
and more. If you would like 
to subscribe and receive 
TV Weekly with your Times, 
please call (877) 580-4159. 


MetLife planning 
430 new jobs 


The company has commit- 
ted to hire for new positions 
that will pay an average of at 
least $74,561 a year, accord- 
ing to Tampa and Hillsbor- 
ough County records. It also 
plans to spend $25 million 
upgrading its campus in 
New Tampa, the nonprofit 
Tampa Hillsborough Eco- 
nomic Development Corp. 
announced Friday. Local, 1B 


How do you view 
the Bucs? 


Get our Glass Half-Empty 
and Glass Half-Full Guide 
for the team. Tom Jones 
column, 1C 


UF professor wins 
major literary prize 


Jack E. Davis wins the 2017 
Kirkus Prize for nonfic- 

tion, which comes witha 
$50,000 award. Etc, 2B 
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INTRIGUE IN TAMPA 


BY PAUL GUZZO 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — Conspiracy theories get lit- 
tle support in the 2,900 pages of docu- 
ments recently released from the inves- 
tigations into the assassination of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy. 

But the JFK Assassination Records 
reveal new details in an intriguing side 
story that takes place in Tampa dur- 
ing the 1960s — the hidden and some- 
times violent war between those for and 
against the rise to power of Cuba’s Fidel 
Castro. 

Figuring into the story are the bomb- 


The JFK Assassination Records hold a 
few surprises about Castro’s supporters 
in Tampa, a freighter bombing anda 
rumored arms smuggling plot. 


ing of a Japanese freighter in the Port 
of Tampa, signs of an arms smuggling 
scheme from the St. Petersburg airport, 
and a Tampa man with deep revolution- 
ary ties who was the subject of an FBI 
search the day after Kennedy was shot. 
Each of these episodes involve men 
who once supported Castro and, in 
most cases, turned on him after he had 
risen to power and embraced the com- 
munist principles of the Soviet Union. 
At 91, Raul Villamia of Tampa may 
be the last man alive who can speak of 
those days from personal knowledge. 
Villamia was an early and open sup- 


Times archives 
Fidel Castro, with an unidentified onlooker, addresses a group in Ybor City during a visit to Tampa in November 1955 to 
solicit support and cash to overthrow the Cuban government. On Jan. 1, 1959, Castro took over. 


porter of Castro and the first consul 
representing Cuba’s revolutionary gov- 
ernment in Tampa. 

As his friends and the United States 
grew concerned with Castro’s moves 
toward communism, Villamia still held 
out hope that the revolution would end 
happily in a close alliance between the 
neighboring nations. 

But his hopes were dashed, and Vil- 
lamia simply walked away — early 
enough that he rates no mention in the 
newly released assassination records. 

He was acquainted, though, with 
» See JFK,10A 


Jan Platt was 
known as 

an advocate 
for the 
environment, 
libraries 

: and good 

SA government. 


A public 
servant 
of firm 
beliefs 


Jan Platt, a long- 
serving Hillsborough 
commissioner, has 
died at age 81. 


BY RICHARD DANIELSON 
Times staff writer 

TAMPA — Former Hillsbor- 
ough County Commissioner Jan 
Platt, for more than 40 years a 
clear and often solitary voice for 
the environment, good govern- 
ment and libraries, died Friday 
evening. She was 81. 

Mrs. Platt was often known as 
“Commissioner No” for voting 
against development she found 
to be poorly planned or harmful. 
As Hillsborough County boomed 
in the late 1980s, she voted “no” 
80 times on rezonings during a 
three-year period when every 
other commissioner voted “yes.” 

But the nickname overshad- 
owed a career of far-reaching 
accomplishments. 

“She left a lasting legacy,” said 
former Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio, 
who served with Mrs. Platt on 
the County Commission from 
1985 to 1992. “She could always 
be counted on to be that voice for 
honest and open government. 
She will always be known for her 
love of the outdoors and for pro- 
tecting Tampa Bay. You knew 
what she stood for. She never 
wavered in her convictions.” 

Mrs. Platt, a Democrat, led the 
» See PLATT, 9A 


Senate opens inquiry 
into Latvala allegations 


The senator is accused of sexual harassment. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
AND STEVE BOUSQUET 
Times/Herald Staff Writers 


TALLAHASSEE — Florida Sen- 
ate President Joe Negron ordered 
an internal investigation Friday 
of reports of sexual harassment 
allegations made by six unnamed 
women who accused Sen. Jack 
Latvala of groping and inappro- 
priate touching. 

“There has been a news report 
alleging that members of the Sen- 
ate professional staff and visitors 
to the Senate offices were sexu- 
ally assaulted,” Negron said in a 
statement. “These allegations are 
atrocious and horrendous. As Sen- 
ate President, my first priority is 


the safety of our 
staff and visi- 
tors. I have or- 
dered an imme- 
diate investiga- 


tion of these al- 
legations,which 
willbeledbyour 
Senate general 


Jack Latvala 


denies the counsel, Dawn 
reports. Roberts.” 
In a story 


published Friday, Politico Flor- 
ida reported that six women 
agreed to speak anonymously 
to the news outlet that Latvala 
“inappropriately touched them 
without their consent or uttered 
» See LATVALA, 7A 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
Times Staff Writer 


Teens grieve, brag 
after fatal crash 


A transcript reveals the youths conversations 
after their arrests on vehicle theft charges. 


recorded. Both told similar sto- 
ries to detectives about a night 


=— 


JIM DAMASKE | Times 
Crime scene investigators examine the scene where three 
teens were killed and one was injured after the stolen SUV 
they were in violently crashed Aug. 6 in Palm Harbor. 


Deyon Kaigler wasn’t cold, but 
he kept shaking. 

Hours earlier, his close friend 
and two other teens died in a 
fiery stolen car wreck in Palm 
Harbor. Deyon had been follow- 
ing in a stolen convertible with a 
second teenager, Kamal Camp- 
bell, when they saw smoke and 
an orange glow through the 
windshield. 

Now they were sitting in a 
sheriff’s interview room, appar- 
ently unaware they were being 


spent smoking weed and driv- 
ing around an unfamiliar part of 
Pinellas County. 

Deyon, 16, had said he barely 
knew Kamal, but when deputies 
left them alone, they talked like 
old friends, alternating between 
grieving for their dead buddies 
and bragging about how they 
almost got away. 

“T just can’t even believe that 
s---. It’s not even hitting me right 
now,’ Deyon said. 

» See TRANSCRIPT, 7A 


